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Background

� Alliance committed to 3-year program 

� Program to be managed by independent               
third party

� Oversight provided by Blue Ribbon Panel

� Transparent process

� Data collected is available to all
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� Jeffrey S. Augenstein, M.D., 
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William Lehman Injury Research Center

Miami University

� Donald Bischoff 

� Kennerly H. Digges, Ph.D.
Biomechanics and Safety Research

FHWA/NHTSA National Crash Analysis Center

George Washington University

� T. Bella Dinh-Zarr, Ph.D., MPH
AAA

� Dennis R. Durbin, M.D., MSCE
University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine

The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia

� Timothy A. Hoyt
Nationwide Insurance

� Vernon Roberts
National Transportation Safety Board (retired)

� Lawrence W. Schneider, 
Ph.D.

Biosciences Division

University of Michigan

Transportation Research Institute

� Maria Segui – Gomez, M.D., 
Sc.D.

School of Medicine, Department of 
Epidemiology & Public Health

University of Navarra (Spain)
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Department of Health Policy & management

Executive Director,  NHTSA (retired)



Advanced airbag blue ribbon panel –
observers

� Thomas Carr
Alliance of Automobile Manufacturers

� Robert Strassburger
Alliance of Automobile Manufacturers

� Joseph Carra, Ph.D.
National Center for Statistics & Analysis

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration

� A. B. “Chip” Chidester III
Crash Investigations Division

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration

National Center for Statistics & Analysis



Blue Ribbon Panel recommendation

� Utilize the NASS/CDS infrastructure 

� Organize new data collection teams 



Background

� The BRP oversees the Alliance's commitment of 
$4.5M to enhance the factual basis for future 
airbag rulemaking by sponsoring a major 
program of real-world crash investigations

� Data collection from April 2002 until  April 2005 
at three new sites funded by the Alliance:
� Dade County, Florida

� Dallas County, Texas

� Multiple Counties, Alabama

� About 1,350 frontal crashes will be investigated 
at these sites during the 3 years (about 875 to 
date)



Advanced Airbag Blue Ribbon Panel – For 
More Information

http://www.highwaysafety.org/

presentations/brp/



Advanced Airbag Blue Ribbon Panel –
To View Case Reports

http://www-NASS.nhtsa.dot.gov/

BIN/NASSCASELIST.EXE/SETFILTER
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