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NHTS Why Redesign Air-Bags
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Safety Problem before 1998

¢ Air bags harmed cof-position children
and some oubf-position -adults

Remedy (199899)
¢ Air bags that deploy:less forcefully

Possible Downside?

¢ Less protection for:.correctly positioned
adults?
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1. Did redesigned (slexertified, 1998
1999) air bags reduce harm to children
and outof-position adults?

2. Did they preserve the tgaving
penefits of barriesertified, prel 998 air
pags for other adults?
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Manufacturer certiflied FMVSS 208 compliance
based on unrestrained 30 mph sled test

¢ NHTSA allowed sled test starting March 19, 1997

Not necessarily depowered at that time
¢ Could change to sldgdsting with same air bags
¢A few mepdodevies eadwp excl ud

Status of almost every vehicle is known
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